Newsletter No. 2
Friday 9th February 2018

The Week Ahead
A great start to 2018

Monday 12th:
Tuesday 13th:
Wednesday 14th:
Thursday 15th:
Karen Starkiss - Parent helpers course
12-1.30pm and 6-7.30pm
Friday 16th:

Future Diary Dates
21st February
District Swimming
28th February
Last Day to pay School Fees for the
raffle
5th March
Division Swimming
7th March
School photos
8th March
Chess Kids Tournament
12th March
Labour Day - No school
16th April
Curriculum Day - No school

Principal’s
Message:
Karyn
Simes-Martin

The students are settling in well to their new classrooms, year
levels and learning more about their teachers, and their teacher’s
expectations for this year. There has been a quiet buzz of
activity that can be heard from the close to 360 students at
Kerrimuir this term. We have welcomed 74 new students, who
are finding their feet in their new environment.
Teachers are working with their students this week on the CALC
(Creating a Learning Community) Program. The program covers
the settling in of students into their new spaces, with their new
group. It includes deciding class rules regarding behaviour, work
ethic, attendance, academic effort and organisational skills. The
foundations of great learning and behaviour are embedded in
the ‘setting up’ of class atmosphere and environment, which
begins in CALC, but continues throughout the year. The formal
CALC program finishes this week.

School Council Elections - 2018

Currently there are a number of parent positions available this
year. If we have more nominations than the number of positions
available, there will be a vote held. If you are interested, or
would like to hear more about School Council, please hand in
your form to the School Office. Forms are available via
Compass. The last date for nominations to be received is
Tuesday, 28th February.

Best wishes
Karyn
"Who dares to teach must never cease to learn."
-- John Cotton Dana

SCHOOL News
WISE ONES and ICAS testing – more information
for parents
WISE ONES is a gifted and talented program that has been run at Kerrimuir since 2009.
Each term different topics are taught to the group who attends, covering many areas, such
as the Arts, Mathematics, Science, Technology, Engineering and English. Students must
complete a test prior to being eligible to attend. These are done for all Preps in December
of their first year at school. Students new to the school can request a test at any time. The
program is run on a user-pays system. Many students who start in Grade One, continue on
until the end of Grade Six. The skills are higher order and the pace is quite fast, which is
why testing is required. Attendance is purely by parent choice. Each topic runs for around
8 weeks, with the last week being an open classroom where parents can visit to see what
their children have learned.
ICAS testing (completed by the University of NSW throughout Australia, and Australasia)
has been happening at Kerrimuir for more than a decade. The program involves
formalised, individual ‘exam like’ tests in a variety of different subject areas. It is open to
everyone in the appropriate year levels. The tests are very difficult – starting probably a
year below the child’s current level, and continuing 3-4 years past their current year level.
Some students love the challenge of the testing, others are very unsure of the seriousness of
the testing. I take the tests in a classroom, one year level at a time over the year (mainly
between May and August – Terms 2 and 3). If your child enjoys complicated problems, is a
great reader, or loves the areas of the curriculum covered this may be something of
interest to you.
Some-time after the testing, certificates arrive for the students who participated. These are
graded from HD (high distinction) to P (participation). The participation certificates are
handed out in my office, with the ‘special’ awards handed out at an extra assembly,
usually held one morning. This date will appear in the Compass calendar when I have
received, sorted and handed out some certificates.
Karyn Simes-Martin

SCHOOL News
Commence
Word of the week is a fabulous incentive introduced by Ms Jolly
to improve vocabulary in the school. Each week she will
announce a new ‘Word of the Week’ at Friday assembly. These
words will sometimes be more challenging than words we are
used to, but it is hoped they will have a positive impact on the
kinds of words we use. All students, teachers and staff are
encouraged to use the ‘Word of the Week’. Please see Ms Jolly
if you have an interesting word to contribute!
Commence: to enter upon or to have or make a beginning.
Example: The students were excited to commence their year

Parent Helpers Course
We are excited to announce that Karen Starkiss is returning to our school this year to train
parents and teachers in our new way of literacy. Parents who attended last year's session
really enjoyed it and learned a lot about what their children are doing in literacy at
Kerrimuir.
Karen will offer two parent sessions on Thursday the 15th of February, the first session will
run from 12 to 1:30 pm (babysitting supplied if required) and the second session will run
from 6 to 7:30 pm. We would love to have you attend so that you can see the learning we
are doing.
Parents who wish to be a parent helper this year need to have attended either last year's
course with Karen Starkiss, or this year's course. You will be asked to sign a confidentiality
agreement at the conclusion of the session, indicating that you wish to be a helper this year.
We are looking forward to seeing as many parents in attendance as possible, and you do
not need to be a parent helper this year to attend the sessions. You are just welcome to come
and see how we learn.

Take home books (readers)
We are missing around 150 books from our take home book collection,
many from the prep and grade one classes last year. We know that it is very
easy for school books to get mixed up with your own books and we ask students and parents to have a check at home and return any books you find to
school. We appreciate your help in this matter, as books are very expensive
and it is much cheaper to find them, than replace them.

LIBRARY News

Welcome everyone back to 2018. My name is Denise Pilinis and I am the library technician here at
Kerrimuir Primary School. I currently work in the library on Tuesdays and Thursdays ,
9.00am-3.30pm.
Here are some points that you need to know about our library:

All students visit the library weekly with their classroom teacher. During library, the class
teacher usually reads a story, and the students browse and borrow books to take home
to read and enjoy.

Grade 1 – 2 students may borrow 2 books. Grades 3-6 may borrow 3 books. Our Prep
will begin by borrowing 1 book per week so that they can become familiar with library
routines. Then, in the coming weeks, they will be able to borrow 2 books.

All students are expected to have a library bag to protect their book while it is
being transported to and from school. Library bags can be purchased, however a
‘green’ shopping bag, or even a plastic retail bag are perfect.

The books are on loan for ONE WEEK. Most students are able to read their books
within 1 week. However, If your child would like to borrow their book for another week,
he or she may bring it to the library during their session and reborrow it. It would be
fantastic to have all students in the routine of returning their books each week so they
can be returned or reborrowed.

Overdue notices are sent home regularly as a reminder to return overdue books. If for
some reason a library book goes missing or is damaged in some way, please let me
know as soon as possible. Lost or damaged library books will need to be paid for.
Students who do not return library books will not be allowed to borrow until they
have returned or paid for the book.

The timetable for the library is as follows. Please take note of your child’s library day
so that you can help them to remember what day they need to return their books.
Monday:
4A, 4B, 5A, 5B
Tuesday:
Prep A, Prep B, Prep C.
Wednesday: 6A, 6B
Thursday:
3A, 3B, 1A, 1B
Friday:
2A, 2B, 2C
Thank you to the many families who have made cash donations to our Library Trust Fund. The
money enables me to purchase more books for our library with the permission of School Council.
Finally, thank you to Olivia Barker’s family who donated a huge box of books to the library.
The school library and consequently reading are a very important and valued component of
Kerrimuir Primary School. If you ever have any queries or concerns please feel free to contact me.
I look forward to another fun year in our library.
Denise Pilinis

Library technician

SCHOOL News

Respectful Relationships
This year Kerrimuir Primary School will be implementing the
Respectful Relationships program as part of our curriculum.
The Victorian Government is investing $21.8 million to support Respectful Relationships in all
Victorian schools, because the best relationships are respectful ones.

ABOUT RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Respectful Relationships is an initiative to help young Victorians deal with a range of
challenges they may face and covers topics including being respectful, resilient and
engaged at school.
Respectful Relationships promotes equality and helps students learn how to build healthy
relationships. The initiative prepares students to face challenges by developing
problem-solving skills and building empathy, resilience and confidence.
Family violence has a devastating impact on communities and affects people from all walks
of life. The Royal Commission into Family Violence recommended Respectful Relationships
be introduced to all schools to change attitudes and prevent the prevalence of family
violence in future generations.
Respectful Relationships is a core component of the Victorian Curriculum and is being taught
in all government and Catholic schools and many independent schools.
Respectful Relationships is underpinned by evidence that shows schools can play a key role
in helping students develop an understanding of healthy relationships and respect.
Respectful Relationships is not Safe Schools. Respectful Relationships and Safe Schools are
two very different initiatives. The Victorian Royal Commission into Family Violence
recommended Respectful Relationships be introduced to all government schools
(Recommendation 189). The Respectful Relationships initiative takes a whole of school
approach, looking at practices and policies to build a culture of respect and equality. It
also looks at topics like coping with stress and problem solving, helping students excel at
school. Safe Schools is not being taught at Kerrimuir Primary School.

SCHOOL News
KERRIMUIR’S WELLBEING WORKER
As another year is now underway I would like to introduce myself again and give a little
information on my role here at Kerrimuir.
My name is Georgi and I work two days a week (Wednesday and Thursday) to help with
the wellbeing of the Kerrimuir Primary School Community as needed. Generally I do
one-on-one time with children, during class times, looking after their social, emotional,
psychological and personal wellbeing. Any child may have one-on-one sessions with me if
a permission form is signed. These can be collected from the class teacher as needed.
Any parent/guardian may also make an appointment to have a chat with me if needed
by phoning me at school on my working days. If you would like more information about
the services I offer please feel free to call on Wednesday or Thursday between
8.30am-4.00pm, or drop in and have a chat.
I also run activities in my room (Senior Building, near the computers) at recess and lunch
times. We have great fun doing various crafts: drawing, colouring in, wool craft, sewing,
sometimes playing games and just chatting. This year I am trying something a little
different and recruiting budding little secret agents who will be given Random Acts of
Kindness to perform throughout the year. So far we have nine members for our Kerrimuir
Secret Service club.

A little bit about me: I LOVE working with children – discovering their unique
personalities, watching their creativity and helping them when needed to build resilience,
confidence, social skills and various other things that come up from time to time. My heart
is to offer children tools to help with the daily struggles we have in life so that hopefully
in the future we can lower the adolescent mental health crisis in society. I am a counsellor
by profession and so the other days of the week I work in a private business. I am “that
crazy cat woman” you hear about in jokes and most of the kids are aware of my love for
cats: I presently have 2 cats (used to be 3). I LOVE talking/chatting with people in
general so please stop by and say hi when you drop off or pick up your precious
treasures.

Georgi

SCHOOL News

We are now collecting Coles Sports for School vouchers.
Step 1: For every $10 spent at Coles, Coles Express or Coles Online, customers will receive
one Sports for Schools Voucher.
Step 2: Bring your Vouchers into the school office and placing in one of the two collecting
bins. See photo below of where the PE captains have placed the bins.

We will then use the value of the vouchers towards new sports equipment for the school.
Thank you for supporting our school.
Natarsha Kenny
PE Coordinator

BRAIN Training
Fundraising

The famous Kerrimuir Cake Raffle takes place every Friday afternoon at
assembly. It’s a great opportunity to raise funds to make improvements
to our school. We’re always looking for bakers to help out with the
raffle. You don’t even need to be a baker, as purchased goods are
also welcome. Thank you to the parents and other volunteers who bake or buy our
delicious prizes. Tickets are 20c each at the canteen window, and the winning tickets are
drawn by the children of our weekly bakers/contributors.

To sign up to help out contact Sue Jones on:




Email smdavies@ihug.com.au OR
0477 443 121 OR
Put your name on the sign up sheets at the Canteen or
Office

Don’t forget to buy your
tickets at the canteen
before assembly!

Last weeks winners: Sienna S, Georgia, Bronte, James
Funds raised: $27.20
Next weeks Chefs 9/2/2018: Emily Bolitho, Sue Truman

REBEL SPORT FUNDRAISING
Register for Rebel's loyalty program at www.seasonpass.com.au and
nominate Kerrimuir Primary School, and 5% of the value of your
purchase goes back to the school.

Cakes needed for
Term 1!
Please see Liz in the
office or contact Sue as
shown if you’re able to
help.

Raffle ticket sales and
cake deliveries can be
done at the canteen on
Fridays at:
8.40am-9am or
2.20pm–2.45pm

STUDENT Leadership
& Extra curricular activities

Lunch & Snack Time
Activities
Lunch/snack
time activities
Quiet Reading:

Monday - Friday
lunch time, 2nd half

School Captains

Pearl & Sienna

School Vice Captains

Tharindu & Ruby Mc

Choir:

Monday lunch time
Grades 1-6.
New members welcome

Perkins House Captains

Liam & Madi

Perkins House Vice Captains

Takumi & Eliza

Freeman House Captains

Amber & Victor

Chess Club

Wednesday lunch time,
Senior School Building

Freeman House Vice Captains

Ava & Josh

Riley House Captains

Charlotte & Jack

Riley House Vice Captains

Aaron & Georgia

Bradman House Captains

Elka & Ethan

Bradman House Vice Captains

Chloe P & Jacob

LOTE Captain

Ella

Library Captains

Anna L & Scarlett

Flag Captains

Molly & Jia

Visual Arts Captain

Ray

Performing Arts Captain

Ben

PE Captains

Sawako & James M

Environment Captains

Tehmi & Isabel

Chess Captain

Henry

Canteen Captains

Hannah S & Brianna

House Points Administrators

Swathi & Chloe

Chess Coaching

Wednesday
1.30pm - 2.30pm
Mr Bevis’s room

Quidditch Captain

Matthew

Buddy Captains

Sienna S & Sienna C

Garden Captain

Jessie

Special Religious Instruction

Tuesday lunch time

Junior School Council Captains

Alex, Ruby M,
Alice, Hugo

Gardening Club

Wednesday & Friday
lunch time,
Everyone welcome
Hiragana Reading Challenge

Thursday lunch time,
Japanese Room.
Craft with Georgi

Wednesday &
Thursday, snack &
lunch, Georgi’s room,
Senior building.

Enrolled students only:

SCHOOL News
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Community Notices
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Community Notices
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Big family social day at Koonung Park Tennis Club
Saturday Mar 10th – 1:00 pm onwards
85 Springfield Rd Nth Blackburn

www.tennis.com.au/kptc/ kptennisclub@gmail.com

Activities:
Free tennis lessons from our club coach:
Ball machine/Serve radar gun:
Try out the ball machine
Check the speed of your serve

Social tennis:
Join in social tennis - any age group, any standard
Hot shot tennis for juniors

Free sausage sizzle all day:
Tennis giveaways:
Special new membership offer:
Non members who come on the day are entitled to a 2 month free membership
For any further information contact Peter on 0450122581

Community Notices

