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Friday 23rd February 2018

The Week Ahead
Monday 26th:
School council meeting 7pm
Tuesday 27th:
Wednesday 28th:
Cross Country Gr 1-6
Cross Country assembly 3pm
Thursday 1st:

Friday 2nd:

Future Diary Dates
5th March
Division Swimming
7th March
School photos
8th March
Chess Kids Tournament
12th March
Labour Day - No school
28th March
District Cross Country
16th April
Curriculum Day - No school
2nd - 4th May
Grade 5/6 Camp

MSL training
for KPS staff

Principal’s
Message:
Karyn
Simes-Martin

At KPS we are fortunate to now have four
staff members trained in MSL (Multisensory
Structured Language). In addition, Mrs Jolly
and Miss Mitchell will be attending the 5 day intensive program next
week to boost our competencies in the middle and senior school.
MSL is a synthetic phonics approach to literacy, as opposed to the
older approach, which is analytic phonics. Synthetic Phonics is an
accelerated form of phonics where students learn to link letters to their
sounds, then blend these sounds together to read words. We teach
children letter sounds before they look at a book, normally teaching a
few sounds at a time and then start putting them together (or synthesize
them- hence the name synthetic phonics). This is how we teach at
Kerrimuir.
There is good evidence that synthetic phonics gets better results in
teaching students to read. In a study in Scotland, 300 students were
divided into groups and taught literacy using different methods. They
were tested on their literacy levels after 16 weeks, and at the end of
the period the students using synthetic phonics students were:
 7 months ahead of the analytic phonics group in reading, and 7
months ahead of their chronological age
 8 to 9 months ahead in spelling, and 7 months ahead of their
chronological age.
This study also showed that boys do as well as girls with synthetic
phonics, which is not the case with analytic phonics.
Synthetic phonics also addresses the 6 big areas of reading, as found
in the USA, Australia and the UK. These are:
 Phonemic awareness – the ability to hear and identify individual
sounds in spoken words
 Phonics – understand that there is a relationship between the
letters of written language and the sounds of spoken language
 Oral language – the ability to verbally interact and connect with
others to express thoughts and feelings
 Fluency – the capacity to read text accurately and quickly
 Vocabulary – the knowledge of words students must have to
communicate effectively
 Comprehension – the ability to understand and gain meaning from
what has been read.
Through this 6-pronged approach, and explicit, systematic teaching, we
have seen a dramatic improvement across all areas of literacy at KPS.
This is a major financial commitment by our school to improve the
literacy skills of all our students. Our teachers are entitled to four
professional practice days, and we are confident that the MSL
training will be a very effective and worthwhile opportunity for Mrs
Jolly and Miss Mitchell that will have direct and significant benefits to
our students.
Best wishes
Karyn and Michael
Synthetic Phonics – fast and effective with every child.

CARE Awards
Congratulations to last week’s
winners of the

Kerrimuir CARE Awards!
These students have all been recognised by their
teachers last week for an achievement related to
one of our four school CARE values.

Volunteers required…
More volunteers a re required for our
Fruit Duty roster. This involves cutting
up fruit in the morning to go out for the kids at
recess.

School Council Meetings Term 1
Monday 26th February 2018
Monday 26th March 2018

We would also like a volunteer to create a
fruit duty roster every term.

Commencing 7pm in the staff room.

If you’re able to help, please see the office.

Visitors welcome!

NOTICES

More class rep volunteers needed
Every year we like to have a parent from each class act as the “Class Rep”.
Class reps help with communication between the teacher and parents, support the teacher by
helping to organise parent helper rosters, and organise a few social events throughout the year
to bring parents or families together.
Thanks to those parents who have already come forward. So far we have volunteers for
Prep C, 1B, 2B, 3B, 6A and 6B.
This is a good start but we still have a lot of class rep roles to fill!
The majority of our volunteers have been regular helpers over recent years. We are really
grateful to have their assistance once again but it would also be fantastic to spread the load
and have some new faces on the class rep team.
We’d love to be in a position to announce a full list of class reps in next week’s newsletter,
so if you can help please click on the link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8Q7P2QH
Thank you
KPS School Council

Please remember to bring your snacks and lunches in containers, not
wrappers. This reduces the amount of rubbish that goes to landfill, and keeps
our school clean. The class with the least wrappers will
This weeks winners are:
be awarded the ‘Golden Bin’ trophy at assembly each
Friday!
4B

Fruit Duty Roster

First Aid Roster

Monday 26th Feb - Mary Cao

Friday 2nd March - Rachel Allsop

Tuesday 27th Feb - Sally Boyd

Friday 9th March - Visalakshmi Devulapalli

Wednesday 28th Feb - Meital Davidson
Thursday 1st Mar - Sally Boyd
Friday 2nd Mar - Amanda Kung

Friday 16th March - Amie Moffatt
Friday 23rd March - Rachel Allsop

SCHOOL News
Hemispheric

Word of the week is an incentive introduced by Ms Jolly to improve
vocabulary in the school. Each week she will announce a new ‘Word of the
Week’ at Friday assembly. These words will sometimes be more
challenging than words we are used to, but it is hoped they will have a
positive impact on the kinds of words we use. All students, teachers and
staff are encouraged to use the ‘Word of the Week’. Please see Ms Jolly
if you have an interesting word to contribute!
Hemispheric: a half of a sphere
Example: When you cut a ball exactly in two equal parts,
you have two hemispheric halves.

Cross Country Race & Assembly
On Wednesday 28th February Grades 1 - 6 will be running a Cross
Country Race at school. Please ensure students wear suitable footwear
on the day. The race schedule is as follows:
9.15am-10.15am - Gr 3 & 4
10.15am-11am - Gr 1 & 2
11.30am - 12.30pm - Gr 5 & 6
There will be a special assembly in the MPR at 3pm for the presentation of ribbons. Ribbons
will be presented for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place for each age group and gender.

Parents welcome to attend both the race & assembly!

School Fees
Pay your school fees in full by Friday, 2nd March & you will be eligible to
go into the draw to receive a full refund of all fees paid.
Special draw: Friday, 9th March at school assembly.

NOTICES

Expressions of Interest:

Kerrimuir Garden Project
Now that our external cladding works of the middle school building are almost
complete, the next job on our agenda is to reinstate the garden beds around the
building. In last week’s newsletter we put out a call for an expression of interest from
parents to be involved in a project group to redevelop the garden beds, including some
or all of the following tasks:


Contributing to a plan for the garden beds



Obtaining a cost estimate



Getting involved in one or more working bees to put the plan into action



Considering ways to involve our student garden club in the project

We have had a great response with several volunteers
coming forward, but there is still room for more.
If you think you might like to get involved, please click on
the link below to express your interest:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RW3F9Q8
Or contact Larissa Halonkin: lhalonkin@optusnet.com.au

BRAIN Training
Fundraising

The famous Kerrimuir Cake Raffle takes place every Friday afternoon at
assembly. It’s a great opportunity to raise funds to make improvements
to our school. We’re always looking for bakers to help out with the
raffle. You don’t even need to be a baker, as purchased goods are
also welcome. Thank you to the parents and other volunteers who bake or buy our
delicious prizes. Tickets are 20c each at the canteen window, and the winning tickets are
drawn by the children of our weekly bakers/contributors.

To sign up to help out contact Sue Jones on:




Email smdavies@ihug.com.au OR
0477 443 121 OR
Put your name on the sign up sheets at the Canteen or
Office

Don’t forget to buy your
tickets at the canteen
before assembly!

Last weeks winners: Gwen G, Nicole J, Lara B, Rylee,
Scott x 2
Funds raised: $39.30

Cakes needed for
Term 1!
Please see Liz in the
office or contact Sue as
shown if you’re able to
help.

Raffle ticket sales and
cake deliveries can be
done at the canteen on
Fridays at:
8.40am-9am or
2.20pm–2.45pm

Next weeks Chefs 02/03/2018: Emily Bolitho,
Ceri Hills, Marianne Dienes x 2, Justine Clegg

Please bring in your Coles Sports for School
vouchers and place them in the collection bins
outside the school office.
We will then use the value of the vouchers towards new sports
equipment for the school.

SCHOOL News

Chess Club - Chess Puzzle

Last weeks answer

STUDENT Leadership
& Extra curricular activities

Lunch & Snack Time
Activities
Lunch/snack
time activities
Quiet Reading:

Monday - Friday
2nd half of lunch time
Library

The Coding Club
If you’re interested in joining The Coding Club please register
at the website below.

Choir:

Monday lunch time
Grades 1-6.
New members welcome
Chess Club

Wednesday lunch time,
Senior School Building
Gardening Club

Wednesday & Friday
lunch time,
Everyone welcome
Hiragana Reading Challenge
Thursday lunch time,
Japanese Room.



Craft with Georgi

Wednesday &
Thursday, snack &
lunch, Georgi’s room,
Senior building.

Enrolled students only:
Chess Coaching

Wednesday
1.30pm - 2.30pm
Mr Bevis’s room
Special Religious Instruction

Tuesday lunch time

Choir
Choir practice is held at the start of lunch time every
Monday in Mrs Pollock’s classroom.
New members always welcome!

Community Notices
Paid Advertisements

BOX HILL NORTH / VERMONT KUMON
Uniting Church, 147, Woodhouse Grove,
Box Hill North, VIC 3129
Mons & Thurs : 3:30- 6:30PM

Community Notices
Paid Advertisements

Community Notices
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 2018
Confirmation Preparation Classes for children at Catholic or State Schools will begin on
Tuesday 27th February, 7pm – 8pm in the Friars Room at St Francis Xavier Church,
1087 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill. Classes will run until Tuesday 8th May, excluding school holidays
(a total of 9 classes). Confirmation is on Thursday 10th May at 7.00pm. Further details and an
application form are on the website: www.scsfx.org.au
Enquiries: boxhill@cam.org.au or 9890 2231.

