Newsletter No.12
Friday 3rd May 2019

The Week Ahead
Monday 6th:

Tuesday 7th:
Mothers Day Stall
Wednesday 8th:
2020 Prep Information session 7pm
Thursday 9th:
Friday 10th:

Future Diary Dates
11th May
Working bee 8:30am - 12:30pm
13th May
Mothers Day Breakfast 7:30-8:45am
14th-16th May
Naplan testing - Gr 3 & 5
23rd May
Term 2 Chess Tournament
24th May
Healesville Sanctuary Excursion - Gr 1
27th May
School Council Meeting 7pm
31st May
Rippon Lea excursion - Gr 2

Principals report

Acting Principal’s

MSL Course at Kerrimuir
Message:
This week you would have noticed a large
Michael McLean
number of other education professionals
attending our school as we hosted a
Multisensory Structured Language (MSL) course at our school in
the Japanese room with 5 of our staff plus 40 other
participants in attendance.
At KPS we are committed to MSL and a synthetic phonics
approach to literacy. This is opposed to the older approach,
which is analytic phonics. Synthetic Phonics is an accelerated
form of phonics where students learn to link letters to their
sounds, then blend these sounds together to read words. We
teach children letter sounds before they look at a book,
normally teaching a few sounds a time and then start putting
them together (or synthesize them- hence the name synthetic
phonics).
In a study in Scotland of synthetic phonics versus analytic
phonics 300 students were tested on their literacy levels after
16 weeks of using synthetic phonics as opposed to analytic
phonics. At the end of the 16-week experimental period the
synthetic phonics students were:

7 months ahead of the analytic group in reading,
and 7 months ahead of their chronological age

8 to 9 months ahead in spelling, and 7 months ahead
of their chronological age.
This study also showed that boys do as well as girls with
synthetic phonics, which is not the case with analytic phonics.
Synthetic phonics also addresses the 6 big areas of reading, as
found in the USA, Australia and the UK. These are:

Phonemic awareness – the ability to hear and
identify individual sounds in spoken words

Phonics – understand that there is a relationship
between the letters of written language and the
sounds of spoken language

Oral language – the ability to verbally interact and
connect with others to express thoughts and feelings

Fluency – the capacity to read text accurately and
quickly

Vocabulary – the knowledge of words students must
have to communicate effectively

Comprehension – the ability to understand and gain
meaning from what has been read.
Through this 6-pronged approach, and explicit, systematic
teaching, we have seen a dramatic improvement across all
areas of literacy at KPS.
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SCHOOL News
Principals report continued...
School Crossing
This week I have been spending mornings with Betty observing the
antics of drivers in Molbray Street and surrounds dropping off their
children. I have observed people doing 3 point turns in the middle of
Molbray Street, people driving around Betty while she was standing in the middle of the
street with her sign, many families not using the crossing at all, people parking in the bus zone,
overstaying in the 2 minute zone and in one case stopping in the middle of the crossing to let
their child out.
A reminder to all school families of the importance of maintaining the 40 KMPH speed around
the school area. The Whitehorse Council has notified me again this week that parking
inspectors will be coming and taking photos of cars speeding and fining anyone parking
illegally. Betty would also like to remind all students and parents, if you need to cross
Molbray Street, please use the crossing. This is the safest way across the street. We ask all
staff, parents and students to model using the crossing, to encourage the students to be safe.

ICAS – University of NSW Competitions
This week I organised the Compass Events for the ICAS – University of NSW tests. The test
available include; Spelling, Writing, English, Mathematics, Digital Technologies and Science.
The tests will occur in September this year and be completed online using an iPad or computer.
Previously they have been completed on a paper form and submitted for marking.
In order for your child/ren to compete in the competitions you will need to provide consent
and payment for each test via Compass. The final cut off for consent and payment is Friday
9th August so that I can order all the login details and set up the testing facilities.
Michael McLean
Acting Principal

Saturday 11th May 8.30am - 12.30pm
We will be holding a Working Bee on Sat 11th May. This is the weekend before Election Day and
10 days before our Open Night. Once again our school will be on show and we would like to
have it looking its best with the community attending.
Please bring your wheelbarrow, shovel, broom, rake, and sense of humour and assist with the
completion of the makeover!
Rsvp if you can or just turn up on the day.
Duncan White
Building and Grounds Team
Duncan_white@leaseplan.com
0434 327 166
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NOTICES

Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast
We are excited to announce that we will be hosting a Mothers Day Breakfast
at school on Monday 13th May from 7:30am- 8:45am in the Multi-Purpose room. This
family event is part of our wellbeing program.
An order form has been sent home with your youngest child today. Please return this form
with your payment by Monday 6th May.
We look forward to a fun Mother’s Day morning!
School Council Events Team

Art room donations
Thank you to everyone who donated cardboard boxes to the art room! We
are now fully stocked for all sorts of construction activities. We kindly request
no more donations at this time.
Many thanks,
Emma-Jane & Julia
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NOTICES

First Aid Room roster
Friday 10th May - Rachel Allsop
Friday 17th May - Leana Joyce
Friday 24th May - Linda Toliah
Friday 31st May - Rachel Allsop
Friday 7th June - Leana Joyce

Please remember to bring your snacks
and lunches in containers, not wrappers.
This reduces the amount of rubbish that
goes to landfill, and keeps our school
clean. The class with the least wrappers
will be awarded the ‘Golden Bin’ trophy
at assembly each Friday!
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SCHOOL News
Kerrimuir Primary School
Word of the Week
This weeks wordsmiths are: Scott & Josh 4A

Gait: a person’s manner of walking.
Example: His gait was really unusual, and
he wobbled all over the road.

THE JELLY BEANS
Ainsleigh ate one hundred jelly beans in
five days. Each day she ate six more than
the previous day. How many jellybeans
did Ainsleigh eat on the first day?
Answer in next week’s newsletter.

Next week is KPS Staff Vs Parents
week at scrabble!
Please visit the giant scrabble
board on the wall in the middle
school breezeway (next to Ms
Strath’s office) to have a go at
challenging the KPS Staff with your
words.

Source: Brain Benders 2 - Challenging Maths Problems for Primary
Students. Barry Brocas & Brenda Bicknell.
Ready Ed Publications.

Enjoy!
Kirrily Gloufchev
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SCHOOL News
Grade 6A news
Welcome back everyone to another term. In grade 6A we are very much looking
forward to term 2 where were play interschool winter sports, lunchtime Quidditch and
this term we are also doing cookery as part of our science topic.
Our timetable has changed since last term and now we have the following specialists or
events on these days:

MONDAY
Performing
Arts
Robotics

TUESDAY
Japanese

WEDNESDAY
P.E.
Learning Pals

THURSDAY
Science
(Cookery)

FRIDAY
Art

Interschool
Sport

We continue to have great afternoons with our Learning Pals – and this week we
focused on “The Adventures of a Box” challenge. We were paired with our learning
pals in groups to use boxes in an imaginative and challenging way. Some of us came up
with some amazing uses for a plain old cardboard box! Have a look below!
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SCHOOL News

The Bench Club Term 2

Congratulations to the Grade 5 and 6 students who helped
make our school benches look amazing. We are now looking
for more Grade 5 and 6 students who would like to have a go
painting more of our benches this term.
A meeting will be held in the Art Room on Tuesday 7th at
lunchtime.
Julia, Mrs Kelly and Mr McGrath.
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LIBRARY News

In what ways do manga, comics and graphic novels address the
needs of our students?
Australia is pretty behind with our graphic novels. We have a very small industry (though
one of the writers for Batman lives in Melbourne!).
Graphic novels help with visual literacy, which has been identified by UNESCO as an
important part of media literacy. There are also some studies out there that link graphic
novels and critical thinking.
They also really are a gateway to reading, as Neil Gaiman is famous as saying. Comics
aren’t as simplistic as people presume; they can be based on anything from Appalachian
folklore to jellyfish. Once they come across these things in comics that affect them, kids (and
adults) often read further.
There are increasing numbers of informative, educational non-fiction translated into English.
This genre is huge in Japan, and trickling into English. All these things engage the reader
and broaden horizons and also:






Increases vocabulary by motivating reading
Increases curiosity
Learners may read more widely and deeply
Students write and create more readily
Students increasingly include diverse characters in their writing

Some of our Graphic Novel collection (fiction & non-fiction):

Denise Atkins
Librarian
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SCHOOL News

Wellbeing
Here's some great things on offer from Whitehorse City Council for, and about,
children.

Please see Page 11 for more.

Georgi
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BRAIN Training
Fundraising

Please see the roster below for the weekly Cake Raffle. Please
let your Year Level Abassadors know if you can bring along a
cake for the raffle. This can be done via your grade’s Facebook
page or leave your name on the roster at the canteen.

Date

Class

Friday 10th May

Grade 5

Friday 17th May

Grade 4

Friday 24th May

Grade 2

Friday 31st May

Grade 3

Friday 7th June

Grade 1

Friday 14th June

Prep

We also need more parents to help with selling tickets each Friday morning
(8.45am-9am) and afternoon (2.15pm-3.30pm).
Please contact Sue if you’re able
to help or have any questions about contributing to the Cake Raffle.
smdavies@ihug.com.au
Ph: 0477 443 121
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Community Notices
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