Newsletter No. 03
Friday 14th February 2020

The Week Ahead
Monday 17th:
Tuesday 18th:
Wednesday 19th:
Thursday 20th:
Friday 21st:
District Swimming
Twilight Movie Night - Paddington 2

Future Diary Dates
24th February
School Council Meeting - 7pm
24th Feb - 6th March
Grade 3-6 swimming
2nd March
Chinese/Mandarin parents morning tea &
information session 9am
6th March
House meeting – No assembly
Wear house T-Shirt
9th March
Labour Day Public Holiday - No school
10th March
Curriculum Day - No school
18th March
Parent/Teacher interviews

School Crossing

Principal’s

A reminder to all school
Message:
families of the importance of maintaining the
Michael McLean
40 KMPH speed around the school area. The
Whitehorse Council has notified me that
parking inspectors will be coming regularly and will take photos
of cars speeding and fining anyone parking illegally. We have
noticed at times, cars over staying their time in the 2-minute pick
up zones. Betty would also like to remind all students and parents,
if you need to cross Molbray Street, please use the crossing. This
is the safest way across the street. We ask all staff, parents and
students to model using the crossing, to encourage the students to
be safe.

A great start to the new school year
The students are settling in well to their new
classrooms, year levels and learning more about
their teachers, and their expectations for the year.
There has been a quiet buzz of activity that can be heard over
the school. This buzz includes an excitement about learning coming
from both the staff and the students.
Teachers are working with their students creating a Positive
Classroom Culture. The program covers the settling in of students
into their new spaces, with their new group. It includes deciding
class rules regarding behaviour, work ethic, attendance,
academic effort and organisational skills. New class groups also
use this time to get to know new classmates and teachers, and
create a bond within their ‘tribe’. The foundations of great
learning and behaviour are embedded in the ‘setting up’ of class
atmosphere and environment.

New Kerrimuir Houses
This week was our first assembly sitting in house groups. It was
great to see the students actively supporting each other and
cheering on the efforts of their house. Congratulations to our
house captains and vice captains for the excellent job they are
doing to make our new Kerrimuir Houses such a success.

Karen Starkiss Synthetic Phonics Sessions
Thank you to all the parents and carers that attended our
synthetics phonics sessions on Thursday. We had over 75 people
attend and actively participate in these sessions. As a school we
have engaged Karen to work with us over the next year as we
continue to improve the way we teach spelling, reading and
writing at Kerrimuir.
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CARE Awards
Congratulations to this week’s
winners of the

Kerrimuir CARE Awards!
These students have all been recognised by their
teachers last week for an achievement related to
one of our four school CARE values.

Prep enrolments for 2021
Kerrimuir school families

School Council Meetings Term 1
Monday 24th February
Monday 23rd March

We are currently taking enrolments for
current 4 year old Kindergarten students
who turn 5 by April 30th, 2021 for the
2021 school year.

Commencing 7pm in the staff room

Visitors welcome!
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NOTICES
UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop is open every Monday morning during the term
from 8.45am to 9.30am. The shop is located in the office in the
Multi-purpose room.
We also have a second hand uniform shop open every Monday
morning in the breezeway near the Prep rooms.

LUNCH ORDERS
Balanced Living are our supplier for lunch orders. They offer a
comprehensive lunch menu, with plenty of nourishing, locally-sourced,
wholesome food. They use a payment system called Flexischools.
To order visit www.flexischools.com.au and register your Childs name,
Class and School.

First Aid Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to
assist with our weekly first aid job
on Friday afternoons.
All this entails is stripping the bed
linen in the First Aid room,
replacing the bed with fresh linen
and washing the dirty linen over
the weekend.
A roster will be created soon and
each week’s volunteer is noted in
the newsletter as a reminder.
Please let the office staff know if
you are able to help.
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SCHOOL News
Look what’s happening in Prep B...
The students of Prep B have had a sentential start to
their schooling journey. Each student has settled into
school, immersing themselves in the daily life at
Kerrimuir PS. Over the last two weeks, Prep B has
focused on trying their best, being kind and working
as a team. Below are some reflections about their
favourite activities at school:

My favourite part of school is drawing. - Lachlan N
I like play time the best- Mason L
I like going outside - Oscar L
At school, I like learning - Bella T
I like reading books- Amanda H
I love playing outside and drawing - Audrey J

Claire McKenna
Prep B
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LIBRARY News
Get Connected!
Welcome to the Kerrimuir Library news for 2020.
It is wonderful to see so many children excited by coming to the Library, especially the Preps,
with whom we hope to foster a love of reading and learning. We strive to provide activities and
resources that will support students and staff to become effective and discriminating life-long
users of information. Our focus is on reading both for pleasure and information.
We encourage all students to borrow from our School Library every week.
Prep A, Prep C and Prep D will attend Library on Tuesday’s.
Prep B will attend on Wednesday, so please enjoy reading with and to your children and
encourage them to change their books each week. The Preps will learn all about borrowing a
book, book care, parts of a book, authors and illustrators.
We maintain a balanced and current collection, with a diverse range of books, which meet the
learning needs of our staff and students.
Our books are carefully selected to meet students reading interests, abilities and also to support
the school curriculum.

This week at lunchtime in the Library, the children made Valentine’s Day cards for their families,
as a special activity. Whilst others enjoyed reading in the cool.

Denise Atkins
Librarian
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SCHOOL News
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS - TERM ONE OVERVIEW
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – Natarsha Kenny
This year the Physical Education (PE) program will be run by Mrs Kenny four days a week.
Health and Physical Education is the key learning area in the curriculum that focuses explicitly on
developing movement skills and concepts students require to participate in physical activities with
competence and confidence.
This term, students in Prep and Grade One will be developing a range of skills from the
Perceptual Motor Program (PMP). Students in Grades Two, Three and Four will participate in
cooperative games and the Fundamental Motor Skills (FMS) of overhand throw and kick which will
be delivered through various drills and games as well as explicit teaching. In Grades Five and Six
many FMS will be refined as we prepare for Gala Day and Interschool sports with Rounders,
Volleyball and Soccer being a primary focus.
We are currently in the organisation phase of having some Basketball coaching this term for the
Grade Three to Six students from a local Basketball clinic.
Please ensure that your child has a refillable drink bottle, their hat and sensible footwear on their
PE days to ensure their comfortable, especially in the heat.

PERFORMING ARTS – Laura Welch and Beth Leach
This year, there are two teachers running the school Performing Arts program- Miss Laura Welch
and Miss Beth Leach. Miss Welch and Miss Leach have collaborated to produce and deliver a
fantastic program covering a range of themes among the Performing Arts learning domain. Miss
Welch will be teaching the Grade Ones, 2A, 2B, Grade Five and Grade Six classes, and Miss
Leach will be teaching all Preps, 2C, 2D, Grade Three and Grade Four classes.
Throughout 2020, students will be learning from a variety of Performing Arts areas including
Music – developing skills to compose, produce and respond to rhythms and melodies, Drama –
developing confidence to explore and depict human experience through action and dialogue, and
Dance – developing technical skills and creativity to communicate ideas and respond to music
through body movement.
This term, students will be focusing primarily on developing their knowledge of the music
curriculum. They will experiment with ORFF instruments and body percussion, create simple rhythms
and melodies through voice and music, and apply Kodaly knowledge of notes and pitch. Students
will explore various mediums in which music is produced and aired, as well as build upon
knowledge and share personal interests in different music genres, as well as explore cultural
applications of music and dance.
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SCHOOL News
VISUAL ART – Julia Weston
Welcome to Term One Art. The Art program links closely with the integrated topics across the whole school
curriculum, as well as incorporating STEAM, helping the students to problem solve and develop creative
thinking skills. In Prep, the students will explore the theme of `My place on Earth` and look at themes such
as `self` and the environment around us, helping to develop fine motor skills in cutting, drawing and
painting. In Grades One and Two, the art focus has a science twist with the themes of `all mixed up` and
` push and pull`, where students will experiment with colour mixing and explore different tools to create
art. In Grades Three and Four, the student`s integrated topic is on early settlement and indigenous
Australians, with the art focus on contemporary indigenous art themes to create a mini stop motion
animation and a variety of techniques such as printmaking and collage. In Grades Five and Six, the
students explore the theme of `Our Asian Neighbours` and art and crafts from Asian regions to inspire
projects in both 2D and 3D art forms. The beautiful work that the children produce will be put on display
in the middle school area and library.

JAPANESE – Aram Lee
In Japanese this term Prep students will learn Japanese greetings and songs, including “Gu Choki
Pa” (Rock, Paper, Scissors). Students will develop the ability to follow simple instructions in Japanese
through speaking and listening. Students will also learn hand actions and movements to describe animals
such as a snail, a butterfly and a gorilla.
In Grade One and Two students will revise previously learned Japanese songs and vocabulary including
numbers, shapes and colours. Students will also participate in challenging tangram activities which will
involve listening to Japanese instructions to arrange puzzle pieces to form various objects and animals,
such as a rocket and turtle.
In Grade Three and Four students will focus on the Hiragana reading challenge and will strive to achieve
white and yellow belt Hiragana competency. Students will practice in fun and engaging ways through
games and activities such as Jenga, memory and calligraphy.
This term students in Grades Five and Six will focus on creating a Japanese profile about themselves. This
will include details such as their name, age, hobbies, likes and dislikes. Students will also continue to
develop and extend their vocabulary through speaking and listening in order to engage in conversation.

EXTENSION AND BOOSTER MATHS – Kirrily Gloufchev
At Kerrimuir Primary School we are fortunate to be able to provide an Extension Maths and a Booster
Maths program. Student selection is a collaborative process involving a student’s former classroom teacher,
current classroom teacher and myself. Results data, work habits and teacher judgement form the selection
process. Parents will be notified via Compass in the next week if your child has been included in either
program. Places are strictly limited and student groups will be re-evaluated mid-year.
The Extension Maths program runs for selected students in Grades Two to Six who consistently perform at
a very high level in mathematics and involves students attending one weekly lesson. This term, students in
Grade Two will focus on problem solving using data. Students in Grades Three and Four will investigate
patterns in numbers, and Grade Five and Six students will undertake a unit on geometric thinking.
This year the Booster Maths program will be implemented for selected students in Grades One to Four.
Students will work in a small focus group twice per week. The main objective is to develop students’ skills
and confidence in the Number and Algebra area of the Curriculum using predominantly a hands-on
multi-sensory approach.
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BRAIN Training
Fundraising

Please see the roster below for the weekly Assembly Cake Raffle.
Please let your Year Level Abassadors know if you can bring
along a cake for the raffle. This can be done via your grade’s
Facebook page or leave your name on the roster at the canteen.

Date

Class

Friday 21st February 2020

Grade 2A + 2B

Friday 28th February 2020

Grade 2C + 2D

Friday 6th March 2020

No assembly

Friday 13th March 2020

Grade 1A + 1B

Friday 20th March 2020

Grade 1C + 1D

Friday 27th March 2020

Grade 6

This weeks’ winners: Olivia, Lucy, Alex, Angelina x 2, Scott
Amount raised: $32.10

If you can help out with selling tickets at the canteen on Friday mornings
from 8:30am-9:30am please contact Dannii Natario-Yong or
see her in the canteen on Friday mornings.
dnatarioyong@hotmail.com
or
0401 903 008
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