
The Week Ahead 

Future Diary Dates 

Kerrimuir Primary School is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all the children 

Newsletter No. 08 
Friday 20th March 2020 

14th April 
Term 2 commences 9am 
14th April - 23rd April 
Prep - Grade 2 swimming 
28th April 
School Photo Day 
29th April 
2021 Prep Information Evening 7pm 
1st May 
House Meeting - wear House T-shirt 
No assembly 
5th May 
Multicultural Day 
 

Monday 23rd:  
School Council AGM 7pm 

Tuesday 24th:  
 

Wednesday 25th:  
 

Thursday 26th:  
ChessKids Tournament - Cancelled 

Friday 27th:  
Last day of Term 1 - finish 2.30pm 

Dear parents/carers and staff, 

 

School Closures 

The advice of the Chief Health Officer  
remains, at present, that all state schools 
should remain open, except in the event of a confirmed case of 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Thankfully, I am not aware of 
any community members with a confirmed case of COVID-19 here 

at Kerrimuir PS. 

Full advice can be found on the Department's website at 
www.education.vic.gov.au (see Coronavirus advice link). 

 

Student attendance 
At present, the best place for students to learn is at school. 
The exception is where students are being kept out of school due 
to self-isolation requirements or based on medical advice. 
 
In such cases, schools should work with families to ensure that  
students can remain engaged in learning and are provided with 
appropriate materials and support, drawing on a range of options 
including the new Learning from Home website at 
www.education.vic.gov.au (see Coronavirus advice link). 
 
The Victorian Education Department has directed that schools are 
not obliged to support continuity of learning where the school  
remains open and parents choose to remove their children from 
school due to general concerns in relation to COVID-19. 
 
For Victorian schools and their community members, the  
Department’s COVID-19 website is the single authoritative 

source of advice and information.  

 

If parents make the decision to keep their child/ren at home (due 
to COVID-19) this will need to be recorded in Compass as a ‘Code 
807 – Parent Choice School Approved’. Please include the word 

'COVID-19' in the absence comments. 

 Any student exhibiting the following symptoms (fever,  
breathing difficulties such as breathlessness, coughing, sore throat 
and fatigue or tiredness) should not attend school.  If we see 

these symptoms in any child at school we will do the following: 

 Reassure the student if they are anxious 

 Move the student to a single room away from others,  

being mindful of the student's wellbeing 

 Contact the child’s parents/carers to inform them of the 
advice from health authorities and ask them to come and 
collect their child. 

Principal’s  
Message: 

Michael McLean 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D186c61b3%26e%3D8149659f8bfc4cad&data=02%7C01%7CSteven.Shaw%40education.vic.gov.au%7C9c9454c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D9451e521%26e%3D2bc2eb2b&data=02%7C01%7Cmclean.michael.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C6cdb651817ea4
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Daa21e7a9%26e%3D8149659f8bfc4cad&data=02%7C01%7CSteven.Shaw%40education.vic.gov.au%7C9c9454c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Daa21e7a9%26e%3D8149659f8bfc4cad&data=02%7C01%7CSteven.Shaw%40education.vic.gov.au%7C9c9454c7
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Principal’s message 

Study from home resources 

Should the school close we have been working on a range of resources to keep the students busy 

and learning at home. These include: 

 Work booklets for students in prep to grade 2 (a paper copy of booklet no. 1  
is available from the school office) 

 Learning tasks on Compass for students in prep to grade 2 (this is available now on 
Compass) 

 Learning tasks on Compass for specialist classes 
 Learning tasks for students in grade 3 to 6 on Google Drive and Google Classroom. 
 The school website has a new link on the front screen which will give you access to 

websites at age appropriate levels. 
 Grade 1 to 6 students have access to Nessy at home 
 Grade 1 and 2 students have access to Matific at home 
 Grade 3 to 6 students have access to Prodigy at home 
 Online video learning through the Education Department’s collaboration platform  

Webex 
  

Information regarding accessing Webex and other online resources is attached. The teachers are 
working through training in its use over the next week. Webex will only become available if the 

school closes.  

Extra Cleaning Services 

The Education Department has announced that our school will receive extended and additional 
cleaning through to the end of term. This will include progressive cleaning throughout the day to 
ensure that risks of transmission are reduced. 
Where schools are directly impacted by coronavirus (COVID-19), the Department will work with 
the school to undertake a deep clean of the facility. As part of this deep clean, all surfaces,  
furniture and equipment will be disinfected with hospital-grade disinfectant. 

Incursions 

Visitors are still very welcome to come into schools, our school, unless they are speaking to an  
audience of over 100 people, in which case the guidelines for mass gatherings will be followed. 
While this is an important update, it applies to non-essential gatherings only and does not apply 
to schools and other settings deemed essential, including health care settings and workplaces. 
 
Social distancing in schools 
Social distancing is important to prevent the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). One of the  
recommendations from health authorities is that people should endeavour to keep a distance of 
1.5 metres between themselves and others. This can be implemented by staff in schools between 
themselves and colleagues. It is not, however, always practical for this advice to be applied to 
interactions with students, especially young students. It is important to note in this context that the 
Victorian Chief Health Officer’s advice is that the risk of transmission represented by children  
appears to be low. 

 

Thank you everyone for your continued attention to all school communications, in particular  

priority Compass posts. 
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Robotics in 5A  
This term 5A have been lucky enough to explore the 

Kerrimuir EV3 Mindstorms and have been busily 

building and coding models...  

Basic Model  

Students all began with the same task; building the 

base model robot called ‘Educator’. They then were 

able to code this model using remote control and 

then block coding in order to direct their robots.  

After completing their first ‘educator’, students 

completed basic tasks, such as; coding their  

robots to park, to dodge obstacles and to  

navigate around different objects.  

Further Models  

Students then moved on to some more advanced 

models (pictured below). They had the choice of 

building ‘the puppy’, ‘gyro boy’, ‘the claw’ or ‘the 

colour sorter’. Along the way some side projects 

evolved, including some glasses and a collection of 

‘battle bots’.  
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The Lab Incursion 
 

On Thursday the Grade 2 students participated in a The Lab incursion. 

It was an action packed morning, which linked to the Chemical  

Sciences Unit, ‘All Mixed Up’.  

Students began the day by developing science inquiry skills through 

undertaking a series of experiments that test the reactions, changes 

and behaviours in chemicals. 
 

Working in teams, as scientists they went into ‘The Lab’ to undertake 

experiments and produce their own bath fizz, testing and choosing 

between colours and scents. 
 

Teachers also had a go at mixing ingredients to make ‘Elephants 

Toothpaste’. 
 

The day culminated in a showcase and presentation of each teams  

results and a final bath fizz product. 
 

I’m sure they will enjoy using their bath fizz at home!!! 
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           The finished product! 
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GEORGI’s ROOM  

These past few weeks have been very busy in my room as the students coming in for recess/
lunch activities have been learning to sew. 

When new visitors come to my room and want to sew 
there is a procedure they must go through.  

 

First: a simple pattern on a plate using wool and child 

friendly needles already threaded and knotted. 

Second: the 

pattern gets 

a little more 

challenging.  

Next we increase 

the challenge 

I 

CAN! 

Finally, after showing their capable of this level of sewing the students are able to choose 
what they would like to make. However before they get to start cutting out the material 
they must show me an actual size pattern of what they want to make.  The results always 
amaze me. These children are having a go and showing themselves and others … 

After a number of other practices 
with threading their own needles 
and practicing sewing on scraps of 
material my amazingly talented and 
creative visitors get to make … 
small cushions/pillows. This one was 
made for a little brother who loves 
soccer. 

We use felt at this stage as it is 
easier for the children to handle 
it. Some choose to keep working 
in felt but others stretch their  
creative wings with other types of 

material as you will see below. 



 

SCHOOL News 

 

 

Kerrimuir Primary School is committed to Child Safety and the inclusion of all the children 

Dear School Community  

OnPsych is now available at your school! 

Letisha Singh is a registered Clinical Psychologist now working at Kerrimuir Primary School.  

Do you find your child is having difficulty regulating big emotions? Are they anxious?  

Having behavioural difficulties? Struggling to adjust to a new year at school? Are issues at 

home affecting their performance and willingness to come to school?  

These are just some of the issues Letisha can help your child with at no out of pocket cost to 

you. Please be advised that during this time with increased scares due to the Corona Virus 

and possible school closures, there will also be remote skype sessions available to your 

child.   

To access these Medicare bulk billed services please contact the school administrative staff 

and request an OnPsych Parent Pack for further information. 

 Regional Swimming 

 

A huge congratulations to Kieran and Cici on their fantastic 

swimming efforts last week. The students competed at a  

Regional level that was the top two swimmers from each  

Division in Victoria. Both swam a brilliant time and achieved 

personal bests. 

Kieran swam breaststroke and came 7th out of 20  

competitors. He swam a PB of 47.16s.  

Cici also swam breaststroke and came 4th. This is the first 

time Cici has swam at a competitive level in Australia and 

she was fantastic to watch. 

 

Well done to both students on such an amazing result! 
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TeamKids will not be running any excursions during the Autumn Holiday Program. This 
decision is based on current recommendations and health advice regarding COVID-19 
and ensuring we do all we can to protect children in our care and our staff during this 
time. 

Where excursions are timetabled, we will be replacing them with FUN and EXCITING  
activities to keep children engaged and safe these school holidays. 

Please note, we have strict policies in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19 during 
these holidays, these can be found via our FAQs on our website. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our Customer Service Team 
on 1300 035 000 ext 1 or email on info@teamkids.com.au. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteamkids.com.au%2Ffaqs&data=02%7C01%7Ckerrimuir.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C97faf161822e4c90bfd408d7cc76d6fa%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637202684893923037&sdata=NxPiw1Ue66YRQv8e
mailto:info@teamkids.com.au
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BLACKBURN HIGH SCHOOL - POSTPONING HAP INFORMATION EVENING & OPEN  

AFTERNOON  

 

We have carefully considered the DET advice and the ever-evolving information around 
COVID-19/Coronavirus and have decided to postpone our High Achievers Information Evening 
scheduled for 24 March and cancel our Open Afternoon scheduled for 15 April.  These 
measures are intended to protect the health of our students, staff, parents and the broader 

school community.   

Presently all School Tours have been postponed and we will endeavour to reschedule school 

tours at a later date and will update this information on the Blackburn High School website. 

We apologise for any inconvenience that this may have caused and encourage you to book a 

school tour once they re-open. 


